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At a Jan. 27 press conference in New Delhi (India), Peruvian President Alan Garcia said his
government's foreign policy is grounded in the defense of several basic principles important for
all Latin American nations. In an obvious reference to the United States, he said the Peruvian
government operates on the premise that an economically and politically powerful nation does
not ipso facto have the right to dictate how other nations "can act and think." Thus, he said, in
Central America and elsewhere his government is defending the principles of ideological pluralism,
self-determination and non-intervention. Garcia claimed the Contadora and Support Groups are
attempting to create a "forum opposed to intervention in Central America, and in this respect
Contadora is an historic test for Latin America." If Contadora is successful, he said, "Tomorrow
we could confront the erroneous and colonialist theories of the International Monetary Fund." The
Peruvian leader asserted that the continent must define its own development model, and that this
struggle pertains to all nations. In this regard he said he was calling on, "beseeching" Latin America,
to unite behind the single aim of development. According to Garcia, Peru is providing an example in
independent economic policy for other nations: for the past 1-1/2 years foreign debt payments have
been limited to 10% of export revenues, while the national economy has experienced an 8% growth
rate. To make history, said Garcia, one must be willing to develop "courageous policy." President
Garcia was visiting New Delhi at the invitation of Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. (Basic data from
PRENSA LATINA, 01/27/98)
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